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My Webster Friends, 
 
Summer is such a great time to be in 
Webster! There is so much to see and do 
outside as a resident of this wonderful 
town we call home. Your Webster Town 
government is busy trying to add to the 
quality of life we all enjoy living in this 
community. 
 
Projects like Sandbar Park and the West 
Webster Hamlet that are highlighted in 
this edition reflect that. Other projects like 

the new Highway Department facility and 
updated wastewater recovery facility (san-
itary sewer plant) may not be destinations 
for Webster citizens, but their value and 
impact on life in this town for all of us for 
the next 50+ years is irrefutable. 
 
Adding to that quality of life is the new 
fairlife® facility - the Town celebrated its 
groundbreaking on April 18. That project,  
along with other redevelopment in the 
industrial zone of Webster on or around 
the Xerox campus, will bring long-term 

benefits to ALL who live and work in 
Webster! 
 
Feel free to call or e-mail me with any 
questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Tom Flaherty 
Webster Town Supervisor 
Phone: 585-872-7068  
Email: supervisor@ci.webster.ny.us

Thomas J. Flaherty 
 Town Supervisor 

 WEBSTER TOWN SUPERVISOR
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 PARKS & RECREATION
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WELCOMINGWELCOMING

        n Thursday, April 18, Town of
Webster representatives joined
leaders from Monroe County, New
York State, and Webster Economic
Development Alliance to welcome
fairlife® to Webster at their official
groundbreaking ceremony on Tebor
Road. 

fairlife® was founded in 2012 and
became a subsidiary of the Coca-Cola
Company in 2020. fairlife® is known
for its design and development of
dairy products that are made
through an ultra-filtration process,
which removes lactose and much of
the sugar, leaving behind more
calcium and protein. 

In 2023, the company selected
Webster as the site of their newest
dairy processing facility. The facility
is being constructed on the east end
of Tebor Road and is comprised of
multiple parcels. On this site,
fairlife® is constructing
approximately 745,000 square feet of
milk processing area, a warehouse,
and support services buildings.

An investment in Webster

Welcoming fairlife® to Webster is a
win for economic growth in our
town, county, and the Finger Lakes
region. The fairlife® plant on Tebor
Road is making history as it is the
largest economic development
project in Monroe County history.
The plant represents a tremendous
$650 million investment in the
Webster community, which will
have a real impact on local residents,
businesses, and our entire region. 

This project will continue generating
good-paying jobs in our area, which
will support residents and families
in Webster. In the construction
phase alone, this project has created
hundreds of construction jobs. Once
built, the facility was initially
projected to create 250 local jobs,
however this number is expected to
grow once the facility is operational.

The facility is anticipated to process
approximately 5 million pounds of
raw milk per day. This represents 

the Town of Webster’s commitment
to progress, coupled with a strong
connection to Webster’s agricultural
roots. We are proud that Webster will
be home to the largest dairy
processing plant in the northeast that
will support local farmers by
sourcing raw milk from their dairy
farms.

Preparing for infrastructure updates

As Webster prepares for a facility of
this magnitude, the town is making
substantial upgrades and updates to
existing wastewater treatment
infrastructure. In April, New York
State announced that Webster would
receive $20 million in grant funding
from the New York State
Environmental Facilities Corporation
to assist with these upgrades.

The upgrades will assist in increasing
capacity for flow and for future users
of the collection system and
treatment at the plant.

O
by Tom Flaherty, Town Supervisor
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 fairlife®
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Above: Supervisor Tom Flaherty joined (L to R)  fairlife® CE0 Tim Doelman, Governor Kathy Hochul, Coca-Cola EVP and
President North America Operating Unit Jennifer Mann, and County Executive Adam Bello as fairlife® officially broke

ground on Thursday, April 18.

“This facility represents 
our commitment to 

progress, coupled with 
a strong connection to 
Webster's agricultural 

roots.” 

-Supervisor Tom 
Flaherty

The construction process

Construction has steadily continued
on the Tebor Road site since the
April 18 groundbreaking celebration.
fairlife® has informed the town,
neighbors, and other Webster
residents and business owners that
an increase in construction workers
on site is expected. With this, there
will also be increased traffic at the
Boulter Road and State Route 104
intersection. fairlife® has indicated
they are working with New York
State and Monroe County to build a
dedicated right turn lane with a
southbound green arrow to help
ease traffic flow. 

We will be adding periodic updates to
our website as it pertains to the town.
If interested, community members
may opt-in to construction updates
from fairlife® by emailing
communications@fairlife.com.

With hundreds of new local jobs, a
$650 million investment in the area,
and engagement with local
agriculture, coupled with investments
in local infrastructure, the arrival of
fairlife® is just one of many exciting
initiatives moving Webster forward.
The Town of Webster is proud to be
fostering economic innovation and
growth that will have an incredible
effect on our local community.
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       hanges are taking place in the West Webster
Hamlet! In March 2024, the Town of Webster
officially took ownership of the property at 600
Ridge Road, well-known as the former Webster
Furniture Strippers. The property has been vacant
for nearly 20 years and is currently in need of
rehabilitation. 

600 Ridge Road is a key component of the West
Webster Hamlet revitalization project due to its
location at the intersection of Ridge Road and
Gravel Road. The main goal is to sell 600 Ridge
Road to a buyer or developer in the private sector.
To do so, the Town of Webster is taking steps to
prepare the property to be desirable for a private
buyer to purchase.

Progress is on its way

Early steps in this process have included the
demolition of detached garage structure and tree
removal on the site. These steps are integral to the
continuation of necessary environmental
investigations at the property to determine what
remediation is needed. The town has also been
working to evaluate the contents of the building to 

Above: 600 Ridge Road is at the heart of the West Webster Hamlet.

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING
C decide how to best clear the space, as well as

implementing temporary protective measures to
preserve the structural components of the main
building.

The Significance of 600 Ridge Road

600 Ridge Road is at the heart of the Wester Webster
Hamlet, with the property situated at the northwest
corner of the Ridge Road and Gravel Road
intersection. It is important to note that the main
building structure will not be demolished.
Rehabilitation of the main structure is essential to the
goal of economic revitalization of the West Webster
Hamlet, as the presence of a structure at all four
corners of the hamlet is critical to retaining the
historic neighborhood character.

We look forward to sharing more updates on the
progress being made at 600 Ridge Road, as well as the
impact this will have on the revitalization of the West
Webster Hamlet. Updates will be made on the town’s
website as work continues. Residents may also sign
up to receive update emails in the event of any
upcoming work at the property.

By Josh Artuso, Director of Community Development

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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 WEBSTER TOWN CLERK
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Pictured (L to R): Library Director Adam Traub, Gail Dominik, Councilwoman Ginny Nguyen, Eileen Brookins,
Richard Reed, and Peg Ehmann

Last summer, I wrote an article for
Webster Today to share the story of
a library lover who remembered the
Webster Public Library as a
beneficiary, which resulted in a
substantial gift toward the Webster
Library Foundation, a 501(c)3 non-
profit. The Foundation’s mission is
to grow an investment that funds
special projects that are not
otherwise funded by public tax
dollars.

However, there’s another 501(c)3
whose mission is similar: The
Friends of the Webster Public
Library. We simply call them “The
Friends.” This incredible dedicated
group of volunteers runs our lobby
bookstore and the frequent big book
sales which take over the library a
few times a year, as well as
volunteers at programs across the
community. The Friends are
independent from the library,

despite their residency here; they’ve
got their own Board, interests,
efforts, and expertise. 

One of the primary ways the Friends
support the library is through book
donations made by wonderful
members of our community. The
Friends collect, sort, evaluate, and
sell these donated books, movies,
puzzles, and more (often for $1 or
less!) to raise money to help provide
funding that goes beyond our
normal, tax-funded operating
budget. Primarily, the library uses
this money to support additional
collections (books, movies, online
resources) and programs; in fact, if
you’ve ever been to a program at our
library, you likely have the Friends
to thank. 

Last year, the Friends donated
$55,000 throughout the year; as of
May 15, 2024, the Friends have

already donated $40,000! Through 
your generosity and theirs, we 
continue to hold excellent programs, 
bringing in outside experts and 
entertainers, to ensure that we’re 
meeting our mission to educate, 
entertain, and enrich Webster. 

However, I’d be remiss if I just 
spoke about dollars and cents. 
Libraries are chronically 
underfunded and usually only a 
small portion of a municipal budget. 
But these volunteers donate 
something that goes beyond that: 
they donate their time. Libraries, 
especially ours, would not be the 
vibrant community centers we are 
without our Friends.

So, thank you, Friends - it is your 
time for which I’m personally most 
grateful. 

By Adam Traub, Webster Public Library Director
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          ebster’s new Town
Engineer, Keith Mortimer,
began his work with the Town
in early May.

Keith is a Professional Engineer
with 30+ years of experience as
a Civil Engineer focused on
Transportation/Traffic
Engineering and Planning for
21+ years as well as a Facilities
& Construction Project
Manager for the last 9 years. 
 
Keith received his AAS in
Architectural Engineering
Technology from SUNY Alfred
and his BS in Civil Engineering
Technology from Rochester
Institute of Technology. 

He has been a resident of the
Rochester area since 1993; loves
living here and does not plan to
leave anytime soon.

The Engineering Department
oversees the Town’s Storm
Water Management Program
(MS4), Development Design
Review, Construction
Inspection (CI) as well as

W

maintaining/expanding the
Town’s Geographic
Information System (GIS).
Keith would like to
acknowledge the work of his
predecessor, Mary Herington
PE, for setting up the
Engineering Department up for
success. Keith and his Team
will build upon those efforts. In
the coming months, it is one of
Keith’s goals to start updating
the Engineering Department’s
information on the Town’s
website that he hopes is useful
to the Webster Community. 

“I am looking forward to
being an integral part of this

thriving community.”

-Keith Mortimer, Town
Engineer
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 WEBSTER TOWN ENGINEER

WELCOME TO WEBSTER
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By Matt Chatfield, Executive Director, Webster Economic Development Alliance 

The Town and Village of Webster are 
blessed to have a great many active proj-
ects taking place throughout the com-
munity. Public works, infrastructure, parks 
and recreation, transportation improve-
ments, Main Street revitalization, the re-
vamping of dilapidated structures, master 
planning projects intended to foster a re-
newed vision for the future, and a bevy of 
private-sector investments, all taking 
place throughout Webster’s 35 square 
miles.   A common thread linking many of 
these activities is the Webster Economic 

Development Alliance – our com-
munity’s solution to the need for a coordi-
nated economic development approach 
across the Town and Village of Webster. 
 
Formed in 2008 as a Local Development 
Corporation, WEDA (or the Alliance) is a 
public-private partnership with five 
members: the Town and Village of Web-
ster, Webster Central Schools, the Web-
ster Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Village Business Improvement District. 
The Alliance was formed to speak with a 
unified voice for economic development in 
Webster and to promote growth and revi-
talization in our community. A key role of 
WEDA is to facilitate the planning and im-
plementation of strategic projects in Web-
ster, including securing necessary funding 
to bring projects to fruition.  
 
Additionally, WEDA functions as our com-
munity’s local site selector, and was re-
sponsible for coordinating the arrival of the 

$650m fairlife project into Webster. 
 
In particular, 2024 has been a momentous 
year for Webster. In February, Governor 
Hochul awarded the Village $4.5m in 
downtown revitalization funding for Main 
Street, parks and building improvements. 
This was followed up by the generous 

support from Senator Schumer and 

Congressman Morelle to secure  
$500,000 in Housing and Urban Devel-
opment funding towards 

 
infrastructure improvements that will facili-
tate the revitalization of a 75-acre Xerox 
site on Phillips Road into a new mixed-use 

neighborhood. Central to each of these 

victories was the Alliance and its stead-
fast approach to building relationships and 
awareness at the State and Federal levels 
that Webster is indeed a community wor-
thy of investment. 
 
Other recent WEDA victories include:  
 
      • $4.61 million for Sandbar Park  
         in the Town 
      • $1.84 million for industrial  
         infrastructure in the Village 
      • $2.29 million for sidewalks and 
         streetscape improvements in the 
         Town and Village  
      • $293,000 in master planning funds 
         for West Webster and portions  
         of the Xerox Campus 
 
Heading into the second half of 2024 and 
continuing into 2025, the Alliance will re-
main focused on revitalization efforts in 
the West Webster Hamlet, Village Down-
town, and the Xerox Campus. Initiatives 
such as these take many years to plan, 
gain momentum, and obtain necessary 
public and private funding.  
 
Please visit the Alliance website for further 
information and to become involved: 
www.WebsterEDA.org.
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The Front Cover:  
Celebrating the Official Groundbreaking of the new fairlife® 
 facility being built in Webster - see the story inside on page 14.

 ASK WEBSTER

Q A
What should I do if I find a fawn?

Fawns are left alone by their mother for several reasons, including 
to rest, eat, and hide from predators. If you encounter a fawn,  
keep your distance. Fawns have the best chance of surviving if 

they are left alone, as does perceive humans as predators and will not return to their fawn if people 
are nearby. If a fawn is crying, cold, approaching you, covered with blood or insects, or caught by a  
cat or dog, contact a licensed wildlife rehabilitator immediately. Locally: 
          DEC - Wildlife Region 8: 6274 E. Avon-Lima Rd., Avon, NY 14414; phone 585-226-2466

Have a Webster-related question? Ask us! Email it to: communications@websterny.gov 

 &

The Front Cover:  
Celebrating the Official Groundbreaking of the new fairlife® 
 facility being built in Webster - see the story inside on page 14.


